Moore

CHANGES What you have to keep in mind is that
getting rid of waste material is a big expense, The
demolition industry is a lot more sophisticated than
it used to be. There's new equipment. Government
regulations are tighter...and harder to comply with.
We've become more involved in recycling than

ever before.

WORTH Concrete, basically, has no value. Even when
we recycle it, we still have the expense of crushing it,
which is about 10 to 50 dollars a truckload. While
that saves us from having to go to the dump with it,
it doesn't have a positive value, You'll never break
even, Steel, on the other hand, has always been
valuable. And like other commodities, the price varies
quite a bit — right now, we're in a very good position
when we sell steel.

SHIPPING Let me explain something about the
transportation of material. You have a tractor trailer
and it weighs about 40,000 pounds. Well, the legal
load limit on most highways is 80,000 pounds. So
you're going to put 40,000 pounds of material into
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ROCESS First thing we do is gut the interior of a
hujidmg as much as possible and do whatever
handwork is needed. We remove all the hazardous
materials — mercury bulbs, asbestos, that sort of
thing. And if there’s office furniture or architectural
artifacts, et cetera, left in the building, we'll pull
them out and re-sell that too. Then we'll tear out the
drywall, glass and wood — basically strip the building
down to its structure. Once we're ready to wreck, we
use a crane to drop a big machine on the roof to
hammer out the concrete floor by floor, crushing it,
until we're at ground level.

REALITY We don't necessarily recycle for good “green
press” — it's economics pure and simple. Anything we
can salvage out of a building, we'll do it because
there’s a market for it. The more we recycle, the more
we salvage and less we landfill, the more competitive
we can be for our customers.

DELICATE Brandenburg does much more than
complete demolition. One job we did — the Rookery
building at the corner of Adams and LaSalle — s the
oldest high-rise building in downtown Chicago. It's a
landmark, more than 100 years old. So the owner
decided that rather than tearing the building down, it
should be completely gutted to make way for a
modern interior. So we do work like that too.

COSTS If we go to a landfill with a load of concrete,
it's going to cost three or four hundred dollars here in
Chicago — and probably double that on the East
Coast. Landfilling concrete is expensive, so we're
always trying to find different things to do with it.
We'll crush it, use it to fill basements, try to find other
jobs that need fill —we even have portable crushers to
make it into CAG-type material for road beds and
parking lot bases. Anything to get rid of it.

the back of the truck. It really doesn't matter whether
it is filled with steel or concrete because you're not
going to load that trailer to water level and still be
legal. But because steel is so much lighter and less
bulky, you get rid of a greater percentage of material
each time you load a truck with steel. To ship
material is expensive — you want to do it in the least
amount of trips.

PLANNING Building owners and developers need to
think about demolition someday — what’s going to
happen to the material when the building isn't useful
anymore? There’s 2 movement by the Green Building
Council pushing owners to think about their building
when it has to be torn down. If you make a building
out of steel, it will always be recyclable. Steel will
always have value.

MIXING Try to picture a pot of molten steel, it's kind
of like a big pot of stew or soup. When you're cooking
and you want to make it spicier, you just put an
additive in. But instead of pepper, you might put in
more manganese or chrome. That's what's called
altering the chemistry of the batch. Basically, if you're
making structural steel, the mill will put in a base of
reclaimed structural steel — like a recipe. Now if we
were making re-bar, the chemistry for that is
completely different than structural steel.

STEEL We always factor the scrap price into a project.
In fact, there are jobs valuable enough that we will
actually pay to do the work just for the scrap material.
We're even going back to bids from a year and a half
ago where we said we'd wreck the building for a
quarter of a million dollars. Now, we're calling them
up asking to do the job for free. We might even give
them 50 grand or something like that. That's the
great thing about steel — it always has value.
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