
Highway, Transit Shutdown Ends  
with Enactment of One-Month Extension 

The Senate approved a bill Tuesday night to extend legal authority for the Highway 
Trust Fund for 30 days, sending the legislation to President Barack Obama, who has 
now signed the measure. The president's signature on HR 4691: will end a shutdown 
of the trust fund and the furlough of 2,000 U.S. Department of Transportation 
employees that occurred Monday after the fund's authority to spend money expired 
Sunday. 

Senators approved the bill by a vote of 78-19 after rejecting an amendment offered 
by Sen. Jim Bunning, R-KY, who dropped his days-long blockade of the bill Tuesday 
evening in exchange for a vote on his amendment to pay for the $10 billion bill with 
the closing of a tax loophole that has benefited the paper industry. The amendment 
failed on a budget point of order, with 43 senators voting in favor of the amendment 
and 53 senators Bunning had held up the Senate's consideration of the package of 
30-day extensions since Thursday, arguing that the measures were not paid for. In 
addition to extending Highway Trust Fund authorization, the measure also extends 
several other provisions of law that expired Sunday including additional 
unemployment benefits for Americans who have run out of the standard six-month 
jobless payments and boosting Medicare reimbursement payments for doctors. 

U.S. DOT employees who had been furloughed were instructed to return to work this 
morning. 

 The House is expected to debate a jobs bill amended last week by the Senate to 
include a 10-month Highway Trust Fund authorization extension, $19.5 billion in 
additional General Fund revenue to keep the Highway Trust Fund solvent into next 
year, restoration of highway funding this year to $42 billion from a reduced level of 
$30 billion, and additional federal support for states and municipalities who want to 
issue Build America Bonds to finance infrastructure construction. 

 


